
CONCLUSION

When I interviewed Lil Milagro’s uncle in 2006, Alfonso Huezo Córdova, I asked

him to explain how her ideas continue to exist today.  He responded by saying, “she is

dead but her ideas live on…of course men died in the fight as well, but for a woman to

die like she died, she transformed into a martyr, a woman fighting for the freedom of all

Salvadorans.”1  Although Lil Milagro’s life ended tragically, her story humanizes the

transformation individual’s encounter as they become revolutionary intellectuals.

Moreover, her narrative helps us understand how opportunities and obstacles determined

by an individual’s class, gender and society can serve as both intellectual and radicalizing

forces in a person’s life.  Above all, Lil Milagro’s story illustrates that individuals

become intellectuals in different ways, but that their work is critical for revolutionary

cultures to emerge and create a counter-hegemonic alternative.

Without understanding Lil Milagro’s historical context, it would be impossible to

humanize her story and place it within a broader context of revolutionary movements.

Through this lens, we learned that Lil Milagro exhibited a deep compassion for people at

an early age.  Her parents and their emphasis on education then nourished Lil Milagro’s

intellectual development as she benefited from the opportunities of being part of a

Salvadoran middle class.

  Upon graduating from high school, Christian idealism surfaced as the core of her

identity and would interact with many new ideas and experiences at the university.  At

the UES, Lil Milagro embraced the path of a traditional intellectual who learns about the

                                                
1 Alfonso Huezo Córdova, interview, June 25, 2006.



world through institutions and the dominant culture.  Over time, however, her

experiences with the outside world fostered a revolutionary consciousness as she

interacted with audiences that included the church, radical student groups, Christian

movements, and Latin Americans from other countries.  These experiences allowed her to

work within an intellectual dialectic as she sought out the opinions of different audiences,

which then strengthened or changed the assumptions underpinning her worldview.

Through this process, she began to see herself as a theoretical representative of the poor,

and thus a revolutionary intellectual.

Once Lil Milagro decided to join the armed struggle in El Salvador, her Christian

idealism merged with ideas relating to Marxist understandings of class struggle, an

emphasis on social and economic equality, and an end to government repression.  At this

point, she developed a syncretic ideology that combined Socialism and Christianity.

Similar to the path of Camilo Torres, Lil Milagro came to believe that armed struggle was

the only way to bring social justice embodied in the Christian gospel to the people.

Beyond this theoretical framework, Lil Milagro’s story also illuminates the

process in which individuals search for an identity in a world characterized by repression

and injustice.  Whether as a teacher, student activist, demonstrator, or revolutionary

intellectual, Lil Milagro remained true to her conviction to fight for social justice.  This

core identity was fueled by a strong disdain for hypocrisy and her Christian idealism.  In

addition, her gender was a strong component of her identity. Although she did not

analyze society based on a western feminist understanding of women’s struggles, her

legacy will remain a testament to the influence of women intellectuals and their capacity

to participate in the creation of a revolutionary culture that paved the way for social



justice and the liberation of all Salvadorans.  Julia Shayne suggests a similar position

when she states:

Salvadoran women believed in a feminism predicated on the liberation of the
masses and not the liberation of women, in particular. A handful of revered women
revolutionaries, including Mélida Anaya Montes (Comandante “Ana Maria), Nidia
Díaz, Eugenia, and Ana Guadalupe Martínez, had been active members of the
FMLN since its inception, and they served as role models, challenging the
stereotype of women as unfit for military tasks.  In this sense, women guerrillas
served as gendered revolutionary bridges through their mere existence.2

It is difficult to know whether Lil Milagro’s life in the revolutionary vanguard made her a

gendered revolutionary bridge.  Nevertheless, we cannot deny that her presence had an

impact on society.

Indeed, there are many areas in Lil Milagro’s life in need of further exploration.

For instance, comparing Lil Milagro to other revolutionaries of her time would help

conceptualize her place within the revolutionary vanguard.  Uncovering more

information on Lil Milagro’s interaction with the poor during her clandestine life would

clarify her specific contribution to El Salvador’s revolutionary culture.  Conducting more

interviews with Salvadorans and their memory of Lil Milagro would help us discover the

extent of her legacy and its relevance in the country today.   Finally, it should be noted

that Lil Milagro wrote thousands of pages of poetry, letters, and diary entries that were

not included in this analysis.  Exploring these writings further is obviously necessary if

scholars are to understand every nuance of Lil Milagro’s life, ideas, and experiences.

Despite this need for further research, with this thesis I hope to introduce Lil

Milagro’s story into the ever-growing scholarship on revolutionaries and their role in

challenging repressive governments in both El Salvador and Latin America.  Beyond this,

                                                
2 Shayne, The Revolution Question, 93



I believe that stories like hers serve as a foundation for understanding the radicalization

process and how individuals come to believe that they can create a more socially just

world.



BIBLIOGRAPHY

Primary Sources:

Unpublished Manuscripts and Theses

Archivo Central Universidad de El Salvador, Fondo Histórico, Facultad de Jurisprudencia
y Ciencias Sociales, expediente No 5, 1963.

Ejercito Revolucionario del Pueblo.  Orígenes del ERP:  Historica de un período de
surgimiento y controversia (1968-1977).  San Salvador: National Archives of El
Salvador.

FMLN Escuela Central “Lil Milagro Ramírez.”  Curriculum Brochure.  San Salvador:
Museo de la Palabra y la Imagen.  H2 CE. 99J N68.

Huezo Córdova, Alfonso.  “Lil, La Esperanza de un Milagro.”  Alfonso Huezo Córdova
private collection, San Salvador, El Salvador.

Wilson, Robyn Thiel.  “Permaculture in El Salvador: An Alternative to Neoliberal
Development.”  Master’s Thesis, Northern Arizona University, 2007.

Newspapers

CoLatino (San Salvador, El Salvador).  2005.

La Prensa Grafíca (San Salvador, El Salvador).  2000-2006.

El Diario de Hoy (San Salvador, El Salvador).  1970-1979.

Interviews by Author

Bendeck, Amada.  Interview by author, August 13, 2006, Reseda, California.  Video
recording.

Choî, Luz América and Kwan.  Interview by author, August 13, 2006, Reseda, California.
Video recording.

Huezo Córdova, Alfonso.  Interview by author, June 25, 2006, San Salvador, El Salvador.
Video recording.

“La Abuela.”  Interview by author, June 22, 2006, Morazán, El Salvador.  Video
recording.



Medrano, Miriam.  Interview by author, June 8, 2006, San Salvador, El Salvador.  Video
recording.

Mulera, Gloria Videz Ramírez de.  Interview by author, August 13, 2006, Reseda,
California.  Video recording.

Ramírez, Alfredo.  Interview by author, November 10, 2006; November 15, 2006; July 1,
2007; July 2, 2007, Email correspondence.

Ramírez, José Napoleon.  Interview by author, June 6, 2006, San Salvador, El Salvador.
Video recording.

Family Papers and Letters

Huezo Córdova, Alfonso.  Lil Milagro autograph booklet. Alfonso Huezo Córdova
private collection, San Salvador, El Salvador.

Huezo Córdova, Alfonso.  Lil Milagro diary. Alfonso Huezo Córdova private collection,
San Salvador, El Salvador.

Huezo Córdova, Alfonso.  Lil Milagro letters (74).  Alfonso Huezo Córdova private
collection, San Salvador, El Salvador.

Huezo Córdova, Alfonso.  Prácticas pedagógicas. Alfonso Huezo Córdova private
collection, San Salvador, El Salvador.

Huezo Córdova, Alfonso. 1980. Corte de Cuentas de La Republica: Sra. Tránsito Huezo
Cordova De Ramírez. Alfonso Huezo Córdova private collection, San Salvador,
El Salvador.

Published Primary Sources

Alegría, Claribel, and D. J. Flakoll. 1989. On the Front Line: Guerrilla Poems of El
Salvador. Willimantic, CT; New York, NY: Curbstone; Talman.

Asociación de Mujeres de El Salvador.  1980.  Participation of the Salvadoran Women in
the Revolutionary Process.  San Salvador:  Association of Women of El Salvador.

Boff, Leonardo. 1987.  Introducing Liberation Theology.  Chicago:  The University of
Chicago Press.

Carpio, Salvador Cayetano. 1979.  Secuestro y capucha.  San José, Costa Rica: EDUCA.

Díaz, Nidia.  1992. I Was Never Alone. New York: Talman Co.



Freire, Paulo. 1989. Learning to Question: A Pedagogy of Liberation, trans. by Tony
Coates.  New York: Continuum.

Frente Farabundo Martí para la Liberación Nacional.  1992.  “Discurso del comandante
Shafik Jorge Handal: Miembro de la comandancia general del FMLN y jefe de su
comisión negociadora, durante la ceremonia de la firma del acuerdo de paz,”  San
Salvador, El Salvador.

Gramsci, Antonio.  1971.  Selections from the Prison Notebooks, ed. and trans. by
Quintin Hoare and Geoffrey Nowell Smith.  New York: International Publishers.

Gutiérrez, Dagoberto. 2004. Nadie quedará en el olvido: Cuentos de la vida real. San
Salvador, El Salvador: Ven y Sígueme.

Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. 1978. Report on the Situation of Human
Rights in El Salvador. Washington: General Secretariat, OAS.

Lars, Claudia. 1966. Cultura: Revista del Ministerio de Educacion, April-June, N. 40
San Salvador:  Dirección General de Publicaciones del Ministerio de Educación.

Manwaring, Max G., and Court Prisk. 1988. El Salvador at War: An Oral History of
Conflict from the 1979 Insurrection to the Present. Washington, DC: National
Defense University Press.

Martín-Baroí, Ignacio, Adrianne Aron, and Shawn Corne. 1994. Writings for a Liberation
Psychology. Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press.

Martínez, Ana G. 1992. Las cárceles clandestinas de El Salvador: Libertad por el
secuestro de un oligarca. San Salvador, El Salvador: UCA Editores.

Marx, Karl. 1963.  The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte.  New York:
International Publishers.

Murguía, Alejandro, and Barbara Paschke. 1983. Volcán: Poems from Central America:
A Bilingual Anthology. San Francisco: City Lights Books.

New Americas Press. 1989. A Dream Compels Us : Voices of Salvadoran Women.
Boston, MA: South End Press.

Organization of American States.  1978.  Report on the Situation of Human Rights in El
Salvador.  Ser. L/VII. 46 Doc. 23, rev. 1.

Romero, Oscar A. 1985. Voice of the Voiceless: The Four Pastoral Letters and Other
Statements. Maryknoll, N.Y: Orbis Books.



Thomson, Marilyn, Comisión de Derechos Humanos de El Salvador, and Institute for the
Study of Human Issues. 1986. Women of El Salvador: The Price of Freedom.
Philadelphia: Institute for the Study of Human Issues.

Torres, Camilo. 1971.  Revolutionary Priest: The Complete Writings and Messages of
Camilo Torres, ed John Gerassi, trans. June de Cipriano Alcantara.  New York:
Random House.

U.S. State Department.  1979.  “Armed Forces of National Resistance Attacked Business
Target.”  Washington D.C., November 30.

Secondary Sources:

Anderson, Thomas P. 1981. The War of the Dispossessed: Honduras and El Salvador,
1969. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press.

__________. 1971. Matanza: El Salvador's Communist Revolt of 1932. Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press.

Argueta Antillón, Luis. 1988.  “La reedición de la reforma universitaria de Córdoba, una
necesidad histórica,” Estudios Sociales Centroamericanos 48 (Sept.-Dec. 1988):
17-27

Arias Gómez, Jorge. 1967. Biografía de Agustín Farabundo Martí. San José, Costa Rica:
Editorial Universitaria Centroamericana.

Armstrong, Robert and Shenk, Janet. 1982.  El Salvador, the Face of Revolution. Boston:
South End Press.

Berryman, Phillip. 1987. Liberation Theology.  Philadelphia: Temple University Press.

Beverley, John, and Marc Zimmerman. 1990. Literature and Politics in the Central
American Revolutions. Austin: University of Texas Press.

Blumberg, L. and West, G. eds. 1990.  Women and Social Protest.  New York:  Oxford
University Press.

Booth, John and Walker, Thomas.  1993. Understanding Central America.  Boulder:
Westview Press.

Bourdieu, Pierre. 1990. The Logic of Practice. Stanford: Stanford University Press.

Browning, David. 1971. El Salvador: Landscape and Society. Oxford: Clarendon Press.

Buckley, Tom. 1984. Violent Neighbors: El Salvador, Central America, and the United
States. New York, N.Y: Times Books.



Byrne, Hugh. 1996. El Salvador's Civil War: A Study of Revolution. Boulder, CO: Lynne
Rienner Publishers.

Cabarrús, Carlos R. 1983. Génesis de una revolución: Análisis del surgimiento y
desarrollo de la organización campesina en El Salvador. México, D.F: Centro de
Investigaciones y Estudios Superiores en Antropología Social.

Castañeda, Jorge. 1993. Utopia Unarmed:  The Latin American Left after the Cold War,
New York: Alfred A. Knopf Press.

Capucci, Flavio. 1978. Antonio Gramsci, Il Materialismo Storico e la Filosofia di
Benedetto Croce. L'Aquila: L.U. Japadre.

Duarte, José. 1986. Duarte: My Story. New York: Putnam.

Dunkerley, James. 1982. The Long War: Dictatorship and Revolution in El Salvador.
London: Junction Books.

Durham, William H. 1979. Scarcity and Survival in Central America: Ecological Origins
of the Soccer War. Stanford, Calif: Stanford University Press.

Escamilla, Manuel Luis. 1975.  La reforma educativa salvadoreña.  San Salvador:
Ministerio de Educación.

Foran, John. 1997. Theorizing Revolutions. London; New York: Routledge.

Gómez, Jorge Arias . 2001. Farabundo Martí. San José, Costa Rica: Editorial
Universitaria Centroamericana.

Gould, Jeffrey L. 1990. To Lead as Equals: Rural Protest and Political Consciousness in
Chinandega, Nicaragua, 1912-1979. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina
Press.

Goldstone, Jack.  1986.  Revolutions: Theoretical, Comparative, and Historical Studies.
Chicago:  Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc.

Grenier, Yvon. 1999.  The Emergence of Insurgency in El Salvador: Ideology and
Political Will.  Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press.

__________.  2004.  “The Rise and Fall of Revolutionary Passions in El Salvador:  Some
Lesson for the Study of Radical Political Movements,” in Journal of Human
Rights 3, (September 2004): 313-329.

Gurr, Ted.  1970.  Why Men Rebel.  Princeton: Princeton University Press.



Halbwachs, Maurice. 1950. On Collective Memory.  New York: Harper-Colophon Books.

Hammond, John L. 1998. Fighting to Learn: Popular Education and Guerrilla War in El
Salvador. New Brunswick, N.J: Rutgers University Press.

Hartmann, Heidi. 1981.  “The Unhappy Marriage of Marxism and Feminism: Towards a
More Progressive Union,” in Women and Revolution:  A Discussion of the
Unhappy Marriage of Marxism and Feminism, ed. Lydia Sargent.  Boston: South
End Press.

Horowitz, Irving L., Josué de Castro, and John Gerassi. 1969. Latin American
Radicalism; A Documentary Report on Left and Nationalist Movements. New
York: Random House.

Hunt, L. and Bonnell, V. eds.  1999. Beyond the Cultural Turn: New Directions in the
Study of Society and Culture. Los Angeles: University of California Press.

Huntington, Samuel.  1968.  Political Order in Changing Societies.  New Haven: Yale
University Press.

Joseph, G. M., and Daniel Nugent. 1994. Everyday Forms of State Formation: Revolution
and the Negotiation of Rule in Modern Mexico. Durham: Duke University Press.

Joseph, G.M. ed. 2001.  Reclaiming the Political in Latin American History.  Durham:
Duke University Press.

Kampwirth, Karen.  2004. Feminism and the Legacy of Revolution: Nicaragua, El
Salvador, Chiapas. Athens: Ohio University Press.

__________.  2002.  Women & Guerrilla Movements: Nicaragua, El Salvador, Chiapas,
Cuba.  University Park: Pennsylvania State University Press.   

Kincaid, A. D. 1987. Peasants into Rebels: Community and Class in Rural El Salvador.
Comparative Studies in Society and History 29 (July) : 466 (27).

Lauria-Santiago, Aldo, and Leigh Binford. 2004. Landscapes of Struggle: Politics,
Society, and Community in El Salvador. Pittsburgh, Pa: University of Pittsburgh
Press.

Lipsitz, George. 1990. Time Passages: Collective Memory and American Popular
Culture. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.

__________.  1988. A Life in the Struggle: Ivory Perry and the Culture of Opposition.
Philadelphia: Temple University Press.



Lobao, Linda.  1990. “Women in Revolutionary Movements:  Changing Patterns of Latin
American Guerrilla Struggle” in Women and Social Protest, eds. G. West and R.
Lois Blumberg.  New York: Oxford University Press, 180-204.

Löwy, Max. 2003. The Theory of Revolution in the Young Marx. Leiden ; Boston: Brill.

Luciak, Ilja A. 2001. After the Revolution: Gender and Democracy in El Salvador,
Nicaragua, and Guatemala. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press.

Maier, Joseph and Weatherhead, Richard (eds). 1979.  The Latin American University
Albuquerque:  University of New Mexico Press.

Mallon, Florencia E. 1995. Peasant and Nation: The Making of Postcolonial Mexico and
Peru. Berkeley: University of California Press.

McClintock, Michael. 1985. State Terror and Popular Resistance in El Salvador.
London; Totowa, N.J: Zed Books; US distributor, Biblio Distribution Center.

Milanseio, Natalia.  2005. “Gender and Generation:  The University Reform Movement
in Argentina, 1918,” Journal of Social History 39, no. 2, Winter 2005: 505-529.

Montgomery, Tommie Sue.  1982.  Revolution in El Salvador:  Origins and Evolution
Boulder: Westview Press.

Morgan, Robin. 1984.  Sisterhood Is Global: The International Women’s Movement
Anthology.  Garden City: Anchor Press.

Novick, Peter. 1999. The Holocaust in American life. Boston: Houghton Mifflin.

Peterson, Anna L. 1997. Martyrdom and the Politics of Religion: Progressive
Catholicism in El Salvador's Civil War. Albany: State University of New York
Press.

Radu, Michael.  1999.  Violence and the Latin American Revolutionaries. New
Brunswick: Transaction Books.

Sargent, Lydia. 1981. Women and Revolution: A Discussion of the Unhappy Marriage of
Marxism and Feminism. Boston, MA: South End Press.

Scott, James C. 1990. Domination and the Arts of Resistance: Hidden Transcripts. New
Haven: Yale University Press.

__________.  1985. Weapons of the Weak: Everyday Forms of Peasant Resistance. New
Haven: Yale University Press.

Selbin, Eric. 1993. Modern Latin American Revolutions. Boulder, CO: Westview Press.



Shayne, Julia D. 2004. The Revolution Question: Feminisms in El Salvador, Chile, and
Cuba. New Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers University Press.

__________.  1999.  “Gendered Revolutionary Bridges: Women in the Salvadoran
Resistance Movement (1979-1992)”  Latin American Perspectives 26:3 (May
1999): 85-102.

Skocpol, Theda. 1979. States and Social Revolutions: A Comparative Analysis of France,
Russia, and China. Cambridge; New York: Cambridge University Press.

Smith, Christian. 1991. The Emergence of Liberation Theology.  Chicago:  The
University of Chicago Press.

Stern, Steve J. 2004. Remembering Pinochet's Chile : On the Eve of London, 1998.
Durham: Duke University Press.

Tilly, Charles. 1973. “Does Modernization Breed Revolution?” Comparative Politics 5:3
(April 1973): 425-447.

Vilas, Carlos M. 1995. Between Earthquakes and Volcanoes: Market, State, and the
Revolutions in Central America. New York: Monthly Review Press.

Wickham-Crowley, Timothy P. 1991. Exploring Revolution: Essays on Latin American
Insurgency and Revolutionary Theory. Armonk, N.Y: M.E. Sharpe.

Williams, Raymond. 1977. Marxism and Literature. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Wood, Elisabeth J. 2003. Insurgent Collective Action and Civil War in El Salvador. New
York: Cambridge University Press.

Zimmerman, Marc and John Beverly. 1990. “Salvadoran Revolutionary Poetry,” in
Literature and Politics in the Central American Revolutions. Austin: University
of Texas Press.



APPENDIX A:

Political Map of the FMLN



APPENDIX  B:

Yo quiero ir a París by Lil Milagro

Tengo 19 años
y quiero ir a París….
ver mi rostro en El Sena,
rezar en Notre-Dame,
conocer las costumbres de
París.

Cierto,
que tengo casa
en este pueblo de San
Salvador,
pero casas y pueblo,
se le vuelven pequeños
a la desmesurada dimensión
que toman mis ideas,
y aunque ya se
que sobre El Sena
no corre más que agua
que París es también,
una continuación
de casas y de pueblos,
donde los hombres rían,
sueñan, duermen y
caminan,
yo quiero ir a París.

Cierto,
que aquí nací,
y mi cariño por el mundo
aquí comienza;
quiero a mi madre,
mucho,
tanto que ya es dolor
imaginarme lejos.
Amo los campos de la casa

en que murió mi abuelo,
el río,
donde lave mis manos y mi
cuerpo
cantándole a los vientos.

Amo y quiero
las grises piedras del
camino
que me llevo en los pasos,
-de tantas veces rece ride-

Amo también,
lo que está aquí,
todo lo mío,
que me acompaña
íntimamente,
ya cuando duermo o pienso,
libros, vestidos,
pensamientos, papeles,
mis cuadernos,
mis cartas de estudiante.

Amo y quiero el recuerdo
de aquellos días,
en que iba con mi madre
a recorrer su pueblo,
y me pasaba,
meciendo ensueños
sobre la hamaca
de mis abuelos.

Cierto también,
que me formé bajo este
cielo,

que tengo sangre autóctono,
que pienso americanamente:
como los compañeros
nacidos en mi suelo.
Llevo dulces verdades
de esta pequeña patria:
la amiga mas querida
el amor primero
de generosas ilusiones
mis hermanos
que como yo cantan y vivan
bajo el paterno techo.

Amo y quiero todo esto,
quién lo duda?
tanto, que ya es dolor
imaginarme lejos;
quiero a mi madre,
mucho;
quiero campos y hermanos,
abuelos, amigos,
compañeros,
casa y pueblo.
quiero esto, quien lo duda.

Pero a pesar de todo,
de mi pueblo y mi casa,
de mis libros y cosas,
de los amigos,
de los buenos recuerdos,
muy a pesar de todo,
tengo 19 años
y quiero ir a París.



APPENDIX C:

Despertar by Lil Milagro

Yo era mansa y pacifica
Era una flor,
Pero la mansedumbre no es un muro
Que cubre la miseria.
Y vi las injusticias
Y ante los ojos asombrados,
Estallaron las huelgas y las rebeldías
Del hombre proletario.
Y en vez de absurdas lástimas,
De hipocresías compasivas,
Brotó mi indignación1

Y me sentí fraternalmente unida a mis hermanos,
Y toda huelga me dolía,
Y cada grito me golpeaba
No solo en la cabez o los oídos
Sino en el corazón.
Cayó mi blanca mansedumbre,
Muerta a los pies del hambre,
Me desnude llorando de sus veles
Y un Nuevo traje me ciñó las carnes.
Primavera de lucha son ahora mis brazos,
Mi enrojecida sangre es de protesta,
Mi cuerpo es verde olivo
Y un incendiario fuego me consume
…y sin embargo,
sigo siendo como antes,
amante de la paz,
quiero luchar por ella deseperadamente,
porque desde el principio
yo soñé con la paz.

                                                
1 Alejandro Murguia and Barbara Paschke eds., Volcán: Poems from Central America: A
Bi-lingual Anthology (San Francisco: City Lights Books, 1983), p. 14.


